
Who Shall Roll the Stone Away? (Engstrm)
Words: H. S. Engstrm, 1905.
Music: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774.

Rough was the way, and dark, and cold,
By which the women came of old,
Seeking the grave where Jesus lay,
Upon the first great Easter Day.

Their hearts were filled with grief and fear,
And as their trembling steps drew near,
In whispered words we hear them say,
But who shall roll the stone away?

Our feeble women's strength alone
Can never move that weighty stone;
Our journey will be all in vain,
We ne'er shall see our Lord again.

But still with love that lingers not,
They press towards the sacred spot,
Where, resting in mysterious sleep,
The Savior lies, for whom they weep.

And toiling onwards through the gloom,
They reach at last the rocky tomb,
Just as the first faint streak of dawn
Is breaking on that Easter morn.

What is this sight that greets their eyes?
No sunshine streaming from the sky,
But beauteous angels clothed in white,
And beaming with celestial light.

In tenderest tones the angels said,
Why seek the living with the dead?
Christ the Lord is risen today,
Come see the place where Jesus lay.

And looking up, but not with fear,
Those holy women drew more near;
Till, in the light of Easter Day,
They saw the stone was rolled away.

Christians, rejoice! Take heart of grace,
All ye who seek the Savior's face,
There may be mountains in the way,
But God will roll each stone away.

It needs, perhaps, an earthquake's shock
To move the adamantine rock;
Or else His love, if so He please,
Can work by slow and sure degrees.

Leave it to Him to choose the means;
Each obstacle that intervenes
Shall vanish like that mighty stone,
And God be glorified alone.

Nothing can be too hard for One
Who gave His own beloved Son
To die for man, and from the grave
To rise omnipotent to save.

Only believe, and ye shall see
How wonderful His work will be;
Bidding each doubt and fear to cease,
And all be love, and joy and peace.

So let us all loud anthems sing
To Christ the Lord, our heavenly king,
Who on this glorious Easter Day,
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